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Thank You Roswell Rotary Club
President's Message

Before we celebrate the District 6900 awards and recognition, | want to begin
with something simpler - THANK YOU!

Serving alongside you this year has been one of the most meaningful
experiences of my life. The people in this room truly walk the talk. You show up
for one another and for our community in a way that reflects the very best of
what Rotary can and should be. I've had a front-row seat to the quiet, often
unrecognized acts of service that never make headlines, and to members who
give generously of their time, resources, and heart. That is the true spirit of this
club. Roswell Rotary is not built on big moments alone, it is built on the
consistent, faithful commitment to Service Above Self that each of you lives out
every single week.

What makes this year so special isn’t just what was achieved. I'm far more
impressed by how it was achieved. From the First Responders Farm Day, to our
golf, tennis, and pickleball tournament, to our Polio fundraisers and backpack
initiatives—every project, every dollar raised, every life impacted was the result
of a collective effort. A shared belief that together, we can accomplish far more
than any one of us ever could alone. | may have had the privilege of standing at
the front of the room, but everything meaningful that happened this year
happened because of you. This club does not succeed because of a president;
no, it succeeds because of its people. | am deeply grateful, not just for what
you've accomplished, but for allowing me to be part of it, to witness it, and to
serve alongside you.

“It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit.”
— Harry S. Truman. Well, that was the attitude on full display at District
Conference. The entire weekend was a powerful reminder of what Rotary looks
like at its very best. Surrounded by clubs doing meaningful work across the
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district, Roswell Rotary was recognized in a way that reflects not just what
we've done....but who we are.

Roswell Rotary was honored at the highest level:
1. Club of the Year

2. Membership Award

3. Best Overall Polio Project

4. Governor’s Citation

5. Public Image of the Year

Each of these awards tells part of the story. Together, they tell something much
greater: Roswell Rotary showed up this year and delivered. Growth is not
accidental. Impact is not accidental. Both are the result of a shared
commitment to something greater than ourselves.

It was also a time to celebrate the individuals within our club whose service
continues to define what Service Above Self truly looks like in action. Lee
Hollingsworth was recognized as a Polio Champion, a reflection of his
unwavering commitment to Rotary’s global fight to eradicate Polio.

Alicia Hughes and Debbie Cwalina were each honored with the District
6900 Service Hero Coin, a meaningful recognition reserved for those who
consistently show up, lead with heart, and make a lasting impact both within
our club and throughout the community. Their passion for service is evident in
everything they do, and our club is stronger because of their leadership.

Bob Hagan was presented with the Above & Beyond Award, and there
may not be a more fitting name for the way Bob serves. Time and again, he
quietly steps in, fills gaps, and delivers in ways that often go unseen but never
unfelt. His steady presence is a cornerstone of what makes this club so special.

And then there is Dave McCleary. Dave was recognized as the Service
Hero MVP, and this honor deserves special pause. His work in the fight against
human trafficking is not only impactful; it is transformational. Through his
leadership, advocacy, and relentless commitment, Dave is changing lives,
restoring dignity, and bringing light into some of the darkest places imaginable.
This is not easy work. It requires courage, persistence, and a willingness to
confront unbelievable challenges. He is driven by purpose and a deep belief
that every life has value. And while awards can never fully capture that kind of
impact, this recognition as Service Hero MVP is a powerful acknowledgment of
a life lived in true service to others.

We were also recognized for surpassing $2 million in lifetime giving to The
Rotary Foundation. That milestone represents far more than generosity...it
represents lives changed across the world through clean water, vaccines,
community projects, and, most importantly, hope. It is a powerful reminder that
what begins in this room extends far beyond it. In addition to Roswell Rotary
organizing events or raising funds, we are setting a standard that others look to
and strive to emulate.

On a personal note, | was deeply honored to receive the Sheffield Award. It is
a recognition | did not expect, and | accept it with humility. More importantly, |
do not see it as a reflection of me, but as a reflection of this club. That
recognition is only possible because of the standard of this club and because of
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the way you consistently show up, serve others, and live out Service Above
Self.

District Conference gave us the opportunity to celebrate, but it was also a
challenge for us to keep going. We are not finished. With just over two months
remaining in this Rotary year, there is still meaningful work ahead. Let’s finish
the way we started this year, with clear purpose and intensity. Let’s continue to
grow our membership by inviting others into something that matters. Let's
continue giving generously of our time and resources. And let’s remain a
visible, dependable light in our community and an organization people can look
to, trust, and be inspired by.

We have a responsibility to carry this momentum forward. The work we do in
these final months will set the tone for what comes in the next Rotary year.
Let’s make sure we hand off a strong club that is positioned to reach even
greater heights. Leslie will lead us in the next Rotary year and like I just said, it
is right around the corner. She deserves to begin with energy, alignment, and
opportunity already in motion. Let’s help her have the best year in the history
of Roswell Rotary.

Congratulations Roswell Rotary on the extensive recognition and achievements
at District Conference and thank you for being the best club in the business!
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SPEAKER
SPOTLIGHT

Date: Thursday, April 23, 2026

Time: 12:15

Location: Roswell Area Park

Bill Johnson Community Activity Building
Woodstock Road

Roswell, GA 30075

This week, our club welcomes SSG Waylon Parrigin, U.S. Army (Ret.), who will
speak on behalf of Chris Cathers, following Chris’s recent passing. As a veteran
who has personally engaged with the Brothers Keeper Veteran Foundation
(BKVF), Waylon brings both experience and a deep commitment to continuing
the mission Chris championed. He represents the thousands of veterans whose
lives have been touched by the organization’s mission:

® To raise awareness of and destigmatize military-based mental health
issues,

® To connect veterans to personalized, barrier-free treatment for as long
as needed, and

® To preserve the lives of U.S. active-duty service members and veterans
by optimizing their recovery journey.
[read more]



New Member Spotlight
Welcome Pete Collaros

g% NEW MEMBER
%% SPOTLIGHT

Pete Collaros
Retired Retail Operations

New member, Pete Collaros, originally from Cleveland, Ohio (go Browns!),
graduated with a BBA in Marketing from the University of Cincinnati while also
serving as a member and President of Theta Chi fraternity.

His career in retail merchandising and management began with Federated
Department Stores, later leaving to enter the floor covering industry as VP of
Buying/Merchandising for 2 major buying coop groups, one in Chicago and later
in Atlanta, eventually holding senior roles in operational management in 3 other
markets.

He and Susan, his “wonderful wife of 48 years”, have lived in Cincinnati,
Chicago, Atlanta, Jacksonville, San Antonio, back to Atlanta then Detroit; these



nomads, along with their daughter, Nicole, a UGA graduate, married and a VP in
the IT marketplace, finally returned back home to Atlanta (whew!).

Retired since 2017, “Poppa Pete” along with Susan, are ON CALL babysitters for
their 2 beautiful and energetic grandkids aged 4 % and 2 who live in nearby
Woodstock. This, plus travel to Florida, Detroit, and Arizona, seeing friends from
their past, keeps them busy.

As a volunteer with Roswell’s Adult Recreation Center, Pete helps coordinate
group activities and plays with the ARC Bocce Group. He has also served on his
HOA Board for 6 years.

Pete’s purpose in joining Rotary is to further serve the Roswell community that
he and his family have loved since 1999, and now, retirement provides him the
time and desire to lend his efforts to causes benefiting the community.
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Roswell Rotary Celebrates District
6900 Awards

2025-26 District 6900 Conference

The Rest of the Story

Roswell Rotary Continues
to Make History




Club of the Year- Category IV
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Membership-Net New Members

Membership Board Chair-
Courtney Lott

Public Image

Public Image Board Chair-
Hal Schlenger




Best Polio Project

Polio Plus Chair
Bob Hagan

Service Projects Chair
Bob Clarkson

Governor’s Citation

Polio Champion




Service Hero MVP

Cheryl Greenway- Foundation Board Chair

Service Hero Coin Recipients




Above & Beyond Award- Bob Hagan

President-Elect
Leslie Bassett

Standing On the Shoulders



President Trummie Lee says it repeatedly...He stands on the shoulders of all the
past presidents, committee leaders, and members who live service above
self every day at Roswell Rotary Club. If a picture is worth a thousand words.
then this picture is worth a million. It is the perfect representation of how
Roswell Rotary is truly the sum of its parts and blessed with so many ACTIVE
past presidents to advise and encourage each leader as they serve. Sometimes
it involves tequila shots, but whatever it takes, Roswell Rotary brings the
magic!



